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Bali Muslims as Balinese minority group: Narrative analysis of the murdered Balinese Saints “WaliPitu”
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Abstract

In the Republic of Indonesia, a country with the world's largest Islamic population, the island of Bali has a unique majority

of Hindu adherents, and the concept of “Balinese” is usually considered as being synonymous with “Hindu adherents.” As a
matter of fact, however, since long ago and even today Muslims have migrated to and settled in Bali from Java and other islands.
How do they perceive the Balinese society and maintain their religious identity of being Muslims? In order to clarify this question,
this paper analyzes the myth of “WaliPitu” (where “"Wali" means “saints” and “Pitu” means “nine"). First, we analyze the
writings on WaliPitu left by the Muslim leader, who found the graves of Islamic saints being led by the divine voice (revelation of
God) in 1990s, reading them as "original stories". We compare the narratives of original stories with those that appeared in
“alternative stories,” which Bali Muslims began to write around 2010 the modified versions of the saint's death. Through the
comparative narrative analysis, we found interesting differences between the original and alternative versions, which suggest
diverse points concerning the social position and self-awareness of Balinese Muslims living in contemporary Bali society. By

creating alternative stories, Bali Muslims seem to create their self-awareness that corresponds to the actual Bali society they are

living.
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