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Nowadays, there are many kinds of museum in the world. Museums present us with the historical steps of human society
and the system and workings of nature, and they indicate human possibilities into the future. In that sense, they make us look
back upon our civilized society, grasp our present situation, and imagine our future. That is the reason why museums are
considered a kind of “apparatus for civilization.” However, considering today’s museums in Japan, it can be said that they are not
always consistent: there are problems concerning the evaluation of museums in relation to society, and their financial basis, etc.
Our research, putting such present conditions of museums under scrutiny, aims at examining their future possibility. This article is
the first to discuss the following three problems. (1) One of the significant aspects of museums is based on the motto, a “Museum
for Everybody.” Therefore, it is important and even necessary to consider the support for people with disabilities from the
viewpoint of the accessibility of museums. (2) Even if the museums have shifted from a display style to a hands-on style, the
exhibits are still important. Here it is meaningful to raise the question of historical exhibitions of museums (especially science
museums). (3) Museums should also be improved to reflect changes in society, for example, the idea of a mobile museum is a

possible development in a new direction. Although this article does no more than offer a fragmentary argument, we would like to

think of the prospective design of future museums by examining various examples.
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