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Reinterpretation on the Concept of “Modern” in the History of Curriculum Studies:
Focusing on Trend in the American Social Studies Curriculum in the Early 20* Century

Jinichiro Saito
Professional Liscencing Training Center

This paper describes trend in curriculum theory and Educational discourse in the field of American Social Studies in the
early 20* century. Through analysis of Curriculm theories, such as the Report of the Social Studies Committee of the National
Education Association (NEA) (1916) and works by curriculum theorist Harold Rugg. This paper explores the relationship
between curriculum theory in modern era and the curriculum theory in postmodern era.

Many previous researchers have discussed two paradigms of curriculum studies: one based on the exegetics and other
based on behavioral science. The relationship between these theories has been linked to the relationship between the modern
and postmodern eras. However, there is little existing research addressing the tuning point at which modern curriculum theory
was created or shifted to postmodern. This paper describes the historical background and causes that led to changed
understanding of the social studies curriculum in early 20™ century America. This paper is part of a case study describing trends

in curriculum theories in the 20 century.
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