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Abstract
This paper reviews discussions of education for sustainable development (ESD) and
non-cognitive skills, and reports on the concept of an “ESD-juku”, launched in January 2018
based on such discussions. The ESD-juku is a weekly after-school program organized by the
authors at Tokai University for students of a neighboring junior high school. In the program,
volunteering university students provide individual study support for pupils to help them catch
up with school work, and provide participatory disaster risk reduction (DRR) education, aimed
at developing children’s cognitive and non-cognitive skills. Currently, one year after its launch,
the program faces four issues. First, collaboration between university student volunteers
engaged in study support and DRR education needs to be facilitated. Second, the complex
relationship between the development of cognitive and non-cognitive skills needs to be analyzed
further. Third, university students’ learning in this program appears to be as important as that
of junior high students; thus, it also needs to be a focus. Fourth, the possibility of this program’s

serving as an example of ESD needs to be analyzed and emphasized.
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