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Portuguese and Japanese Writing Competence of High School Students in Brazilian Schools in Japan

Daisuke Onuki
Professor, Department of International Studies, School of Humanities and Culture, Tokai University

This is an interim report of a study investigating bilingual/trilingual writing skills of high school students enrolled in
Brazilian schools in Japan. The research is being conducted in collaboration with Lilian Terumi Hatano, Professor of Kinki
University, and Kazuko Nakajima, Professor Emerita of the University of Toronto. In February and July, 2013, we visited two
Brazilian schools and asked the 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students to write essays using the 'identity texts' approach, one in
Portuguese and the other either in Japanese or English. They were also asked to fill in a questionnaire on their linguistic envi-
ronments as they grew up. Out of 70 participants, 31 had moved back and forth between Japan and Brazil, 32 were born in
Brazil and moved to Japan at different ages, and 7 were born and raised in Japan. While they all produced Portuguese essays
with varying degrees of writing expertise, their Japanese writing skills were far more diverse: among the 29 who were unable
to finish Japanese essays, some resorted to English in the middle in an effort to express themselves. These essays are currently
being analyzed qualitatively in connection with the environmental factors. We hope to use the results as a basis for writing a
guidebook for parents and teachers on raising Brazilian children in multilingual environments so that they would become an

invaluable human resource for both Brazil and Japan.
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