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Festivals and Folk Entertainments of Yaeyama Islands in Okinawa:
Centering around the Shichi festival of Sonai village on /riomote Island

Jiro IsoBe
Professor, Department of Arts-Music, School of Humanities and Culture, Tokai University

The Shichi festival is Iriomote Island's biggest festival, which is cerebrated for three days in June or July according to the
lunar calendar. In the festival, people pray for an abundant harvest in the next season and greet a visit by Miriku (an indigenous
god) from eternity. Owing to the varieties of dedicatory songs and dances performed by villagers and concomitant religious
peculiarities, this festival has attracted the continuous attention of students and scholars in this field. Reviewing several reports
and a video clip of the Shichi festival in Sonai village published or released in the past two decades, | noticed some differences

among their component parts. It is still an open question whether the tradition has changed to some extent in the course of

years. This short article is the first step to investigate such differences, and so further research and fieldwork would be indis-
pensable to the clarification of the present situation and related problems.

Accepted, Dec. 3, 2013
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