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Genealogy of Heterosexism:
A Cross-Cultural Comparison between ‘Sodomy’ and ‘Nan-Shoku’

Keiko Nopa
Part-time Lecturer, Waseda University

The broad aim of this essay is to compare the ideas and practices of ‘sodomy’ in the West (especially in England) and
those of ‘nan-shoku’ in Japan, considering how these two concepts are related, in what ways they are different, and how the
concept of ‘homo-/hetero-sexuality’ that emerged in the West in the late nineteenth century has taken the place of ‘sodomy’
and ‘nan-shoku.” Considering the fact that, in Japan, same-sex relationships had not been seen as unacceptable behavior until
the introduction of the modern sexual norms from the West in the late nineteenth century, we need to examine the cultural and
historical circumstances under which the modern sexual norms had developed in the West and how they had affected the

sexual norms in Japan.
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LT MEE (vice) ] D—DTH>7=C LIFIAL SN HEHT
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HNUX, HOWLIEERNTHETRIENTED. (T«
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