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Status and Role:
The Society of the Quché Maya Described in the Popol Vuh

Reiko Yokovama
Professor, Department of American Civilization, School of Letters, Tokai University

The Popol Vuh is the most important myth of the Quché Maya, one of the groups that dominated the Guatemalan
Highlands at the time of the Conquest by Spaniards, and describes the creation of the world by gods and the origins of the
Quché and other Mayan peoples. The Popol Vuh is divided into two parts by the appearance of the sun. The first half of this
tells about the creation of the world and the struggles of the hero twins, Hun Ahpt and Xbalanqué, against the Vucub Caquix
and his sons, and also the Lords of Xibalba. After all, the hero twins became the sun and the moon. In the latter half of it, the
gods succeeded to make the perfect four human beings, the ancestors of the Quché, and they praised and worshiped the gods.
After the appearance of the sun, the Quché Maya straggled with their god Tohil against other people and then they reigned
over the peoples.

In this paper, 1'd like to show that this story is not only tells about a process of a creation of the world and a history of the
Quché, but also about the order that there should be in their society. When we pay attention to the relationship of characters in
the Popol Vuh, we could interpret that all characters have the status in each and they play the roles that they should achieve in
this story. By considering how the status and the roles of them are depicted, | will try to clarify the social order that the Quché

thought about.
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