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Changes of Social Systems and their Reconstruction under Globalization:
Focusing on the Relationship between Industrialization of Medicine and the Social Security System

Manami Hori
Professor, Department of Human Development- Human Welfare Environment, School of Humanities and Culture, Tokai University

Since health care markets are usually dictated by domestic and local policies, health care services in Japan are not so much
affected by globalization at present. But in some countries, globalization has a great influence on their health care markets as
medical tourism is becoming popular around the world. For example, some countries, especially developing ones, can attract
customers from developed countries by offering high quality health care at a cost lower than in their home country. The
Japanese government has recently acknowledged that health and medical care will certainly form a huge global market in the
future. On the other hand, health care services have been under a constant pressure to reduce costs. This article discusses how
the policy to advance health care markets and that for sustainable social health care insurance can be made compatible.
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