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A Feasibility Study on Institutional Reform as Related to the Reconstruction Policy of
the Great East Japan Earthquake:
A Fieldwork in Miyagi Prefecture

Hiroyuki KawanoBe
Executive Director, Institute of Civilization Research, Professor, School of Political Science and Economics, Tokai University

The Great East Japan Earthquake was an extremely large-scale natural catastrophe. A great expanse of areas received
serious damage by the nuclear accident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, on top of the earthquake and powerful
tsunami. Most of the disaster-hit areas on the Pacific coast of Japan's Tohoku region had already been suffering severe popula-
tion loss and problems with an aging population even before the disaster. Thus, the sustainability of the community itself was
thrown into doubt, before discussing the possibility of reconstruction. As the rebuilding and revitalizing procedure needs com-
plicated arrangements between compartmentalized public administrations within the national government, reconstruction
must inevitably take many years. First, a complete review of the municipality’s present conditions and basic reconstruction prin-
ciples must be conducted, and the institutional design must be created, including details such as who will play a leading role in
designing and implementing the reconstruction and how. The Reconstruction Design Council in response to the Great East
Japan Earthquake, an advisory panel of intellectuals and specialists set up by the Japanese government, submitted its report of
recommendations on reconstruction planning on June 25, 2011. The recommendations included the creation of a vigorous
"blueprint” with basic reconstruction guidelines by the government. This article examines whether the guidelines stipulated by
the above-mentioned “blueprint” are actually reflected and implemented in the rebuilding and revitalizing procedure of disas-
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ter-stricken areas based on the fieldwork done in Miyagi prefecture in July, 2013.
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