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Image of the United States at Machinery Hall at the Centennial Exhibition of 1876

Shuhei Fukupa
Specially Appointed Researcher, Global Collaboration Center, Osaka University

This paper focuses on Machinery Hall, one of the main pavilions at the Centennial Exhibition of 1876, and the machinery
exhibited at the Hall. | will first regard exhibitions as “media” and then discuss some responses of overseas intellectuals to the
exhibits at the Hall. | will then outline the exhibits from the United Kingdom, Germany, France, and the United States, and

finally interpret the exhibition’s display map.

The United States' exhibits, particularly its machinery, attracted much attention at the Centennial Exhibition. They were
also praised by overseas intellectuals. The United States’ exhibits occupied three-fourth of the exhibition space. Its exhibits not
only overshadowed those of other nations in terms of quantity but also in terms of quality, thereby attracting the attention of

many people.

The United States’ machine technology—symbolized by a Corliss engine—contributed much to the elevation of the
country's international status, which was the purpose of the Centennial Exhibition.
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