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Earthquake Disaster and Risk Communication:
An Agenda for a Cyclic Social Design

Hisamitsu MizusHivma
Professor, Department of Media Studies, School of Letters, Tokai University

This article aims to reconsider the ‘risk communication’ theory from two viewpoints: risk encompassed in the communica-
tion itself and the media’s role in delivering messages. It has been over 1000 days since March 11, 2011, the date of the Great
East Japan Earthquake. While the problems of the Fukushima nuclear accident and tsunami disaster reconstruction have contin-
ued to be tackled, the results of many studies into the role of both mass media and communication via social media have been
published. Two particular issues can be identified from them: the ‘increase in communication risk’ and ‘the difference in media
functions'’. A proposal is made for a new, alternative view of the social design, that is, one that does not try to overcome risks,
but contains and lives with them, in other words, social design that ‘re-faces’ the disaster.
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