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Functions of Non-Communist Parties in Chongqing, China:
An Analysis of 2 Representative Cases

Yuzo TAKAHASHI
Associate Professor, Department of International Studies, School of Humanities and Culture, Tokai University

Generally speaking, China is a state with a one party system of Communism. However, in actuality, there are eight political
parties other than the ruling Communist Party in China. Of course, these parties have far fewer members than the Communist
Party, but they have a certain number of seats in the Congress, respectively. In other words, they are promoting various political
activities by participating in some parts of policy-making and administration of the state. Therefore, this article reviews the
political system in China including the roles and functions of these non-communist parties.
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Disputes on Central and Local Government Relations in Contemporary China:
A case study of Chongging City

Yasushi IsoBe
Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, Keio University

This paper mainly discusses the disputes on central and local government relations in contemporary China, focusing espe-

cially on the case of Chonggqing City.

As a result of the study, the following points were elucidated:

(1) There are disputes on central and local government relations concerning the balance between national integration and eco-

nomic development.

(2) In order to promote economic development in the southwest region, the central government leaders support decentraliza-

tion of Chonggqing City.

(3) Regardless of decentralization, Chongging City has faced resistance from other central bureaus and Sichuan province.

Accepted, Oct. 14, 2013
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Possibility of the Advancement of Economic Relations between Chongqing and Japan

Junya Sano
Senior Researcher, Economics Department, The Japan Research Institute, Limited

This article explores the present situation of economic relations between Chongging and Japan. Chongging is a municipal

city located in the inland region of China, which is the only city designated as the center of economic and industrial develop-

ment by the government. As a result, Japan has become one of the main partners for Chonggqing in terms of import and foreign

direct investment.

Furthermore, as the economic relations between Chongging and Japan have developed further, two indispensable mea-
sures have been recognized: first, to continue the appeal of hospitality to Japanese companies that are willing to expand their
business into Chongging; and secondly, to upgrade the transportation infrastructure, notably the rail freight transportation

connecting Chongging and Europe.
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The restoration of “strategic reciprocal relations”

Sachiko Hirakawa
Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University

Current Sino-Japan relations suffer from the complexity of various issues covering security, political, economic and public
opinions, and history. In general, this paper argues that a comprehensive and flexible approach is essential in order to restore
the “strategic win-win" relationship between the two countries. Then the perspective from Chongqing, instead of Beijing, may
present unique possibilities for the following three reasons. First, Chongging's political status as a local city under central con-
trol may flexibly and functionally provide good conditions to establish semi-official communication channels between the two
sides. Secondly, Chongging’s wartime history of being a tentative capital after Japan’s occupation of Nanjing may facilitate the
communication of the two countries first purely focusing on historical discussion, detaching politically-motivated present inter-
ests. Thirdly, by using such historic symbolism and coordinating semi-official channels effectively, Chongging has already played
a significant role in helping China and Taiwan sign ECFA in 2010. This puts forth a flexible solution model to future Sino-Japan

relations.
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