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Learning Russian presents an initial challenge in mastering the Cyrillic alphabet. The
textbook, “The Russian Textbook, Second Edition” (by Yoshiaki Koga & Wakana Kono),
which we currently utilize at our university, provides detailed explanations of Russian
characters and pronunciation. However, the thoroughness of these explanations may,
paradoxically, pose student comprehension. This could be attributed to two main factors.
Firstly, many of our students have a standard deviation score of less 50, indicating a lack of
foundational language knowledge and making it difficult for them to grasp the explanations.
Secondly, there is a limited timeframe for pronunciation instruction in response to these
challenges. This point is highlighted by the analysis by Kuroiwa (2015), and, Kondo (2021)
has suggested a redesign of classes to focus on reading aloud and, as well as simplifying the
materials to aid understanding. This paper proposes a further modification to the teaching

materials from a different perspective.
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