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A Policy Coordination System within Ruling Coalition Parties in Japan:
1993-1998

Kentaro OKU

Abstract

In Japan, it has been common practice for cabinets to be made by coalition parties since
1993. How have the ruling coalition parties coordinated and decided their policies? This
paper is aimed to reveal the policy coordination systems which the ruling coalition parties
have used during the period from 1993 to 1998. Further, it examines why and how these
systems were made.

In 1993, the Hosokawa cabinet was made by eight coalition parties which excluded the
Liberal Democratic Party. At first, this paper will illuminate a policy coordination system
within the eight ruling parties. Researchers have insisted that the system was a top-down
coordinated system. On the contrary, this paper will demonstrate that a number of
lawmakers, especially ones of the Social Democratic Party, wanted a bottom-up
coordinated system. Finally it will also point out that this system was going to be dominant,
especially in the later stage of the Hosokawa cabinet.

In 1994, three parties, including the LDP, the SDP and another small party, made a new
coalition government. This paper will also illuminate that a coordinated system made by
these ruling parties was an extremely bottom-up system, which brought great advantage
to the SDP as a junior coalition party. The reason why such a system was established was
that the LDP, which wanted to regain power, accepted special requests from the SDP.

In 1996, Hashimoto, the LDP’s president, formed his cabinet supported by the three
parties previously mentioned. Ultimately, this paper elucidates that the coordination
system made by the ruling party in 1996 could not be regarded as bottom-up. One reason

of the change was that the LDP did not want to continue the previous system as it was
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burdensome to them. Another reason was that the numbers of elected SDP’s lawmakers

were too few to continue the system due to an overwhelming defeat in the election of 1996.
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