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A Slight Change in the Attitude of Swiss Local Parliamentary Members on the
Subject of Local Autonomy: From an Attitude Survey of the Members of Zurich
City Parliament

Mitsuhiko OKAMOTO

Abstract

The city of Zurich is the largest city in Switzerland and also has the largest municipal
parliament consisting of 125 members. This article explores changes in the attitude of the
members of Zurich City Parliament on the question of local autonomy using survey data
collected in 2001 and 2010/11.

The first attitude survey was carried out in Zurich in September 2001 and repeated
again in 2010/11. The project attempted to explore changes in the attitudes of the
municipal parliament to local referendums, in particular their attitudes to direct
democracy. Results of the first survey suggested that most respondents in the Zurich City
Parliament agreed with having local referendums and thought that the electorate played a
very important role.

The second survey indicated that all respondents except for two parliamentarians
approved of local referendums. The respondents who agreed with direct democracy
increased in the second survey when compared with the first survey. Moreover, most
parliamentarians seemed to have become more sympathetic towards their political party
than they were in the first survey.

The article firstly describes the results of the second survey in 2010/11 then goes on to
compares this with the results of the first survey in 2001. Lastly, the article inquires into

participants’ attitudes to local autonomy, especially in relation to direct democracy.
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