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Abstract

This paper examines the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) multilateral free trade
agreement, which has aroused much public discussion in Japan, and clarifies the role that
Japan should play in the Asia-Pacific region. The study concludes the following: (1) the
essence of the TPP is to impose limits on China’s economy and its political power ; (2) the
TPP serves the interests of Japan; (3) Japan is a country that can serve as a link between
the TPP, which will make trade rules for developed nation, and the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), an all-Asia free trade bloc that covers 16
nations and includes major trading partners China and South Korea. Although China is
trying to form a rival trading bloc with surrounding Asian countries, Asia should not
embrace Chinese-style business, in which mammoth state enterprises hold sway over the
market. Indeed, the TPP's main objective is to keep Chinese-style “state capitalism” in
check. The TPP will be led by the United States and the RCEP will be led by China, the
world's two superpowers. As a member of both organizations, Japan would be in the
position to act as a moderator and thereby promote a conciliatory relationship between the
TPP and the RCEP.
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(TEAEHrBI] 2009411 HISHEIT, 610) A /N~ KiE#HIE RENGBERKFHED/S— T F
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