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The Carbon Footprint of Tourism in Okinawa

Morihiko KINJO

Abstract

In this paper, the inclusive CO, emissions rate (t-c/1 million yen), including the part
emitted by intermediate inputs, is estimated by using input-output table in Okinawa.
According to the results on carbon footprint (t-c/ha) obtained by converting the
emissions, 103,912 hectare forest is needed to absorb the CO; emitted by tourism in
Okinawa Prefecture. In fiscal year 2007, the total forest area in Okinawa was 105,036
hectare. Therefore, all of the CO; absorption capacity of the forests in Okinawa is used up
just for tourism. Thus, it would be possible to say that its potential sustainability is not
high.
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