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Japan Revisionism: The Great Controversy

Masahiro FUKUSHIMA

Abstract

This paper attempts to provide a general picture of the controversy over Japan
revisionism. It has a great impact on Japan-US relations and its value and utility are
subject to intense debate. Extensive research on the controversies regarding Japan
revisionism is needed in order to form an educated opinion. Although much has been
said about Japan revisionism, little is known about the overall view of the debate.
The purpose of this research is to show the different types of controversies that have
risen as a result of Japan revisionism.

In reviewing and evaluating Japan revisionism, five different positions become
apparent. The first is the “emotionalism” position. Advocates of this group regard
Japan revisionism as an argument based on emotion. The second is a “misunder-
standing and misevaluation about fact” position. This position argues that Japan
revisionism is characterized by a misunderstanding and misevaluation of facts. The
third position is “self contradiction.” This argues that there are serious self-
contradictions in Japan revisionism. The fourth position is “the end of Amer-
icanism.”  Proponents of this position argue that the basis of Japan revisionism is
that American sense of values are not absolute. The final position is the “reflection
of a Japanese style of economic regime,” which argues that some revisionists’opin-
ions reflect a Japanese style of economic regime and others do not. The contro-

versies over Japan revisionism show that it requires further examination.
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