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“The Organic Democracy” as the Fiction:

The idea and reality of the election under the Franco Regime
Sho MUTO

Abstract

This article intends to analyze the reality of the election under the Franco Regime
(1939-1975), especially focusing the municipal election carried out at November 1954.

The Franco Regime experienced the important changes in the decade of 1950. First,
Spain became a member of the West in the context of the Cold War. Second, the armed
organizations against the regime had disappeared.

The Franco Regime relaxed the restrictions on the election in the 1950’s. In this
context the Falange intended to procure the people’s support to the their vision of
constructing the corporatist state with the channel of election.

The municipal election in 1954 had the ambiguous characters. There was certain
competitiveness, but also the control from the local government. In Valencia, the
prefectural government faced the dilemma. They intended to keep the competitiveness
for getting the enthusiastic and authentic support to the election. But in some cities, the
prefectural government had to abandon this attitude for avoiding the conflict between
the people.

These were common tendencies of the other prefectures. The motivation of the
candidatures was, in general, personal or professional, not political enthusiasm. And the
people’s reaction to the election was indifferent.

That situation was far from the expectation of the government. Also Falange couldn’t

utilize the people’s support for the their vision.
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