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A Shadow of the Enlightenment: Hannah Arendt on Antisemitism

Masayuki YAMADA

Abstract

How does Hannah Arendt’s concerns on jewish question relate her political theory
in her whole thought? Does the former influence the latter more than normally
assessed? One reliable landmark of these questions is ‘Antisemitism’. It is natural
that The Origins of Tolalitavianism is central text for this inquiry. But in this paper
I examine her essay ‘Antisemitism’, written in 1938-39, first pubished in 2007. In this
essay, Arendt tries to understand how Antisemitism theoretically possible is. This
essay is not fully developed and unfinished, but it has original significance and value.
Arendt illuminates the key role of The Enlightment in thinking of both jewish
assimilationism and zionism. Moreover, she reconstructs successfully the correlation

of political, economical, social and theoretical factors which form Antisemitism.
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