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Formation and Development of the Vietnamese Statistical System:
Continuity from the Colonial Period and Adoption of Centralized
Statistical System

Rui TAKAHASHI

Abstract

This paper aims to discuss two hitherto unexamined issues regarding the Viet-
namese statistical system-first, why a centralized statistical system was adopted,
and second, whether the present system has continuity from the French colonial
period.

We analyzed the first problem by applying transaction cost theory and found that
the centralized statistical system was adopted due to the investment of limited
human resources in the central statistical bureau of Vietnam in order to reduce the
cost of statistical works.

We also considered the National Statistical Bureau of the Republic of Vietnam
(South Vietnam), which was established through a mutual agreement between the
Governor-General of Indochina and the Bao Dai administration, and officially
inherited the central statistical bureau of the Governor-General of Indochina (the
Statistical Service). However the human resources of the Statistical Division,
Ministry of National Economy in North Vietnam, today’s General Statistical Office,
also belonged to the Statistical Service during the French colonial era. Hence, the
present statistical system of Vietnam has continuity from the colonial period,

considering that it runs on the staff of the Statistical Division in North Vietnam.
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