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Local Democracy Reforms: From the Comparative Perspective

Mitsuhiko OKAMOTO

Abstract

This article explores local government reforms, especially local democracy reforms,
from a comparative perspective. Since the 1990s in Japan local government reforms have
been carried out. The same reforms have been carried out in other developed countries.
These reforms include the transfer of administrative power to local government, municipal
amalgamation, local parliament reforms and so on. First, in this article, the typologies of
local government in European countries by a few scholars are examined. They are the
typology by Page and Goldsmith in 1987, Hesse and Sharpe in 1991, Loughlin in 2001 and
2010, and Bouckaert and Kuhlmann in 2016. After this, the reform of local democracy in
Europe includes the introduction of direct elected mayor, free access to information of
local government and binding referendums, is considered on the basis of the research on
reforming of local councils and councilors by Lidstrom et al. Finally, local democracy in
Japan is referred to. The Japan after the Second World War is not weak in local democracy,
for example with a direct elected mayor and free access to information, comparable to

modern European countries.
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