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How Can Emerging Powers Create International Norms? :
In the Case of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Hiroko OGAWA

Abstract

Since the 2010s, emerging powers have been remarkably rising. How will emerging
powers affect the mechanism of creating norms, which function as the underlying
foundations of the international politics? This article focused on the process of making the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), in which emerging powers proactively
participated. This article revealed that emerging powers collaborated with developing
countries and directly collided with developed countries to succeed in adopting “the
Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR)" as the main principle of the SDGs
as emerging powers demanded. Many cases have been studied that norm entrepreneurs
persuaded the developed countries of Europe and the United States to diffuse norms. In
this case, emerging powers cooperated with many developing countries and directly
confronted with developed countries to create and spread norms. This case suggests that
emerging powers may significantly change the mechanism of creating and diffusing

norms in the international community.
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