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The Japanese Political Decision Making Procedure just after the Foundation of
the Liberal Democratic Party

Kentaro OKU

Abstract

It is well known that the government led by the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in
Japan has had a unique decision making procedure called “Jizen Shinsasei” . Under the
procedure, cabinets have had to get prior approval from the LDP to send bills to the Diet.
It is said that this procedure was introduced mainly in order to preempt debate and closely
coordinate views between the executive branch and the LDP.

Earlier literatures had regarded for a long time that the procedure was introduced in
1962, when the so-called Akagi memo, which required the procedure, was sent to the
Ikeda’s cabinet. To the contrary, my paper published in 2014 demonstrated with
quantitative methods that the procedure was started in 1955, just after the LDP was
founded. However, the paper did not qualitatively reveal how the procedure was
implemented in fact. That is why this case study aims to reveal the reality of the procedure
at that time.

A case this paper covers is the two revision processes of a law concerning the Mother
and Child Welfare Policy from 1956 to 1957. As this paper will show, these revisions were
very minor and did not require much from the state budget. Therefore, it was not
necessarily needed for the LDP and the executive branch to closely coordinate on this
matter. Nevertheless, as this paper reveals, the procedure, the “Jizen Shinsasei” , was
strictly adhered to. In conclusion, this case study indicates that the procedure was almost
comprehensively implemented even at that time, because even in such a minor

circumstance the procedure was still used.
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