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The Role and Some Issues of Regional Economy and Society Analyzing System
“RESAS” on the Regional Vitalization Policy in Japan

Takashi KOBAYASHI

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the role and some issues of Regional Economy
and Society Analyzing System “RESAS” for information support on the planning process of
regional vitalization policy in Japan. This paper analyzes (1) the initial position in the law
and role of RESAS in the regional vitalization policies of national government, (2) the
relationship between RESAS and the big and open data policies, (3) the awareness of users
and developers of RESAS, and shows (4) the role and some issues of RESAS as a policy
analysis tool for local governments and governance. As a result, the users of RESAS are
not required a population decrease suppression and economic growth in regional policies.
In the situation, the main role of RESAS is to function as a system for a quantitative
understanding of the local resources, and for recognizing the diversities and relationships
among the regions. Local governments require its own data for policy analysis to sustain
and operate the communities. It is essential role that RESAS works with the open data and
big data in municipalities. In addition, it is required to study the way of interaction and
communication system between the comprehensive strategy of national government and

the municipal strategies through RESAS.
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