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The Causes of Uninterrupted Increase in Female Representatives in Taiwan:
Findings from the Interviews after the 2016 National Election in Taipei

Yuki TSUJI

Abstract

Taiwan is one of the most successful cases among Asian nations in terms of female
political representation. In the 2016 national election, the share of seats held by female
legislators in the Legislative Yuan reached into 38.1%. One reason behind this success lies
in the mandatory introduction of gender quota into proportional representation lists.
However, the magnitude of increase in female representatives exceeds the direct effect of
gender quota. Based on the interviews with female politicians and party staff held in Taipei
in March 2016, this paper explores how and why the newly elected female legislators ran
for seats and how they organized their election campaigns in the context of the third
change of administration after democratization in the 1990s. This paper suggests that, on
the one hand, political parties, election system, and national contexts provide fair and
favorable opportunities and resources for female candidates. On the other hand, it found
that election campaigns in the districts were centered around individual candidates, and
female candidates we interviewed organized their campaigns in ways that transcend the
conventional structure and image constituted by the rivalry between two major political

parties.
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