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From a Pacific Pact to the Hub-and-Spokes Alliance System

Tatsuya NISHIDA

Abstract

This article examines the process of diplomatic negotiations for building security
arrangements in the Pacific area from January to April 1951 in order to understand how
the U.S. alliance system originally started. This research, in particular, focuses on
investigating why and how the idea of a comprehensive Pacific Pact, which had been
drafted by John Foster Dulles and John Allison, transformed into two bilateral and a
trilateral alliances.

The original concept of the Pacific Pact developed when the U.S. decided to promote
both peace settlement with Japan and the Japanese rearmament. The American
government, therefore, needed to provide security to countries, which fears the
resurgence of the Japanese militarism, at the same time facilitating Japan to begin its
rearmament. A comprehensive collective security arrangement, members of which were
expected to be the U.S., Japan, Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines and possibly
Indonesia, was considered best to meet these different needs. However, it was ultimately
separated into the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, the Mutual Defense Treaty between the U.S.
and the Philippines, and the Australia, New Zealand and the United States Security Treaty
(ANZUS).

Unlike the existing studies that tend to rely on American and British diplomatic
documents, this research employs archival documents of Australia in addition to those of

these two countries. This paper also attempts to illuminate how American strategic
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thinking on the Pacific pact evolved and why they opted for the hub-and-spokes system as
a tentative solution, although existing research tend to emphasizes preferences of
American allies such as Japan and the U.K. as determinants of alliance pattern more than
those of the U.S.
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