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The Regionalism and the New Threats in the Post-Soviet Area

Hiroyuki FUJIMAKI

Abstract

Since the end of the Cold War, the post-Soviet states have participated in regional
collectives in order to maintain their political, economic, social and cultural autonomy from
only threats to political power, often which manifest via non-state actors. As concerned
threats to Russia and the Central Asian states shifted from the “West” to the “South” in
origin, this has meant that the security of the aforementioned has also transformed from a
traditional to a non-traditional type. During the 90’s and 00’s, these states faced the
question of how to maintain national integrity against Islamic extremism from the “South”
and “Domestic” anti-government forces. The main threats of the post-Cold War era are of
a hard-to-identify nature, such as organized crime (drug or human trafficking), terror, and
separatist organizations. These are the main causes for an institutionalization of the area

based on regional collective security.
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