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Characteristics of Structural Modeling
using Total Interpretive Structural Modeling (TISM)

Eiichiro YAGI

Abstract

When dealing with complex problems, there is a model called a structural model that
captures the essence of the problem from the properties of specific elements and their
interrelationships. In a structural model, the relationships between constituent elements
are represented geometrically and are intended to be visually appealing in order to grasp
the overall problem structure. While various structural models have been proposed,
Interpretive Structural Modeling ISM) is widely known and used. Although ISM is an old
method proposed in the 1970s, it has been used in various fields for a long time. Recently,
Total Interpretive Structural Modeling (TISM), a revised model of ISM, has been
proposed and applied to various cases. This paper outlines the structural models by ISM

and TISM. It clarifies the characteristics of TISM, particularly in comparison with ISM.
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