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The incident of “Emperor as an organ of state theory” in Japanese Political
History : The Current State and Issues Concerning Basic Knowledge

Tadahiro YONEYAMA

Abstract

The Emperor Organ Theory Incident, which occurred in February 1935 (Showa 10), is
known as one of the most representative political incidents in Japan during the prewar
Showa period. The Emperor Organ Theory Incident gave rise to a national political
movement, which rejected what was believed to be the theory of legal scholar Minobe
Tatsukichi. The movement is called the Movement for Clarifying the National Polity.

It has attracted people’s interest by covering seemingly important topics such as the
Constitution, the Emperor, and the relationship between academia and politics. On the
other hand, there is a problem in that Minobe has been portrayed as a martyr and a victim
of a false accusation. Minobe’s version of the events has been accepted without any
academic scrutiny. For contemporaries, criticism was made that had rational academic
and political significance. Nevertheless, these criticisms have been dismissed as irrational

and resulting from emotional conservative emperor worship.

Due to the wide range of related fields, including history, law, and political science,
oversights have occurred at the boundaries between each field. At times, there are even
instances where the fields make mutual references. As a result, the problems contained in

Minobe’s argument have been overlooked.
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Even if a case is well-known, if sufficient political and historical verification is not carried
out, the entire research may proceed with a predetermined conclusion. Further
examination is thought to be necessary for research into modern Japanese political

history, particularly the Showa period.
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