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Abstract
This paper reports on the first study abroad program prepared for the students in The School of Information and

Telecommunication Engineering in Tokai University. The aim of the program is to give students who are expected to work

globally as IT engineers opportunities to be exposed to different cultures, diverse ideas and global interactions. The program

was planned in the way (1) to minimize the cost paid by students and (2) to accept all the motivated applicants without any

screening for English language ability. To minimize the cost, two-week program in Hawaii was decided. In order to check the

candidates’ motivation, they were required for three months before departure (1) to self-study English using Web listening

materials and (2) to join several small-group sessions where they discuss in English what they had studied on the Web. All the

twenty students who had applied were allowed to participate in this study abroad program, which included variety of interactive

learning and experiences with diverse people, besides basic English lessons in the morning.

The participants’ feedback indicated that their way of seeing the world had changed greatly, some finding new goals in their

lives, some planning to join another oversea study in the near future, and majority feeling confidence in getting along with

people from different cultures. Moreover, 90% of the participants realized the importance of studying English and were willing

to study English harder.
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