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Abstract
The PyeongChang 2018 Winter Games were held over 17 days from February 9th to February 25th, 2018, taking place
in PyeongChang and Gangneung, Gangwon Province in the Republic of Korea. In terms of initiatives concerning the
environment, which is situated as one of the three pillars of the Olympic Movement, the PyeongChang Organizing
Committee for the 2018 Olympic & Paralympic Winter Games (POCOG) acquired 18020121, the international standard
for sustainability, the first for a winter Olympics. Establishing sustainability as a foundation from the start
of the planning, the games were run with a strong focus on what would be left after the event, taking into
consideration not just the economy but also society and the environment. Additionally, an environmental education
facility named the “PyeongChang 2018 Green Pavilion” was established on the grounds of Gangneung City’ s Olympic
Park for the duration of the games. Inside the building, there were panel exhibitions describing POCOG’ s
initiatives for reducing and offsetting greenhouse gases emitted by the event, as well as ways to reduce emissions
of greenhouse gases on a personal level. There were also fundraising activities being conducted for offsetting
emissions. On the other hand, although the facilities and infrastructure that were put in place served to lift
the atmosphere of the games and form a foundation for their success, they cannot help but be a troublesome presence
for South Korea and the host city once the games end. Even though a plan for their use after the games was established,
prospects are not bright regarding the number of visitors to the facilities and the number of competitions held
there each year. It is inevitable that costs for the maintenance, operation and repair of the extensive competition

facilities will be massive, exerting long—term pressure on the finances of the local authorities. In the future,
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the eyes of the world will look more critically at the Olympics. In order for the Olympics to be sustainable,

there will also be demands for further consideration and initiatives regarding a range of social issues, including

environmental issues.
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