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Play Activities for Children in Regional Areas by Student Volunteers:
Retrospective of activity for 6 years and future issues

by

Sachie Yoshihara and Yoshifumi Chinen

Abstract

Commissioned by the Prefectural Board of Education and in collaboration with the Kanagawa Children’s Smile Wave
initiative, the Tokai Smile2 Factory is a program provided by faculty and students of the Department of Physical Education
at Tokai University. In line with the prefectural initiative’s goals, the program has continuously provided opportunities for
interaction between Tokai university students and local children for the last six years through a variety of outdoor and
indoor activities aimed at making children smile. The program has done this by offering outdoor and indoor recreational
activities each month, including summer and winter camping programs lasting two days and three nights. The program was
also created in part to addressing social issues such as bullying and violence among children through these exchanges that
were of great public concern in 2012. Thus, this paper outlines the social issues that led to the creation of the program,
focusing on the public's interest in bullying and increasing violence among children in Japan society. The paper first shows
how the public's interest in such social issues led to the prefecture's efforts. Next, the paper will show how the efforts of the
prefecture led to the Tokai program. Lastly, this paper provides retrospective of activities of the Tokai Smile? Factory for six
years and examine the activities from the following four perspectives: the purpose of the activity, the Activity fund, the

activity announcement, and the student staff.
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