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Abstract

This study focused on the 95" Hakone Ekiden and examined how a university’ s participation in the race has affected
the number of university applicants. The subjects of this study were 22 universities that had participated in the 95"
Tokyo—Hakone Collegiate Ekiden Relay Race. The author recorded the race as broadcast on TV on January 2nd and 3rd and
counted the number of times each university name was mentioned and the amount of time each university was covered in
the TV broadcast throughout the race. Regarding the number of applicants, the author obtained data from Daigaku Pass
Navi on the total number of applicants for each university in FYs 2018 and 2019, including applications through general
entrance and the National Center Test. These data were analyzed by the Pearson Product-Moment Correlation. The results
showed an overwhelmingly higher number of times being mentioned and greater coverage during the TV broadcast for the
first, the second and the third university teams. As for the amount of coverage, while these universities were covered
substantially more. Regarding the number of applicants, 14 out of 22 universities had more applicants than in the previous
year, with the average growth rate at 9.9% (+22.4), and 8 universities had fewer applicants. The results showed no
significant correlation between the growth rate of applicants and the number of times the university name was mentioned
or the amount of time being exposed. However, the largest increase in the number of applicants for Tokai University

who won the race, suggests that it has somehow affected the number of applicants for the entrance examination
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