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A Study on the Number of Students Interested in the Activities of Athletic
Trainers and Their Future Education
—A Focus on Students Belonging to the Medical Section of the Sports Support team—

by Michiko Hanaoka™!

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate changes in students’ number of the “Medical Section of the Sports Support team” for
the past 15 years and examine the direction of athletic trainers (AT) education in the future with Japanese AT programs

The number of students who belonged to the study group was 656 (303 males and 353 females), and there was no
significant change in the number of students over the 15 years, suggesting that students’ interest has not declined
However, the number of students tended to decrease as they become senior students

Currently, the employment status of AT is not stable, and the salary is not sufficient. Therefore, it was suggested
that they may not have a clear vision of working as AT after graduation and may have given up studying the field on
the occasion of entering the senior year. In the future, it will be necessary to learn ancillary skills throughout

their activities with specialized knowledge.
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