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Recycling of residential houses and their materials before Meiji era

—A clue to solve the problem of long—life housing
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In Japan, having a long time tradition of
building wooden houses, it had been common to
use a recycling materials until early 20tk century.
People often repair their houses as a part of
their life. They have also the system for growth
trees in or near the estate. This study aims on
analyzing the actual state of the sytem by
researching the existing historical houses and
reading diary of the owner. “Sekiguchi nikki”, a
130 year long diary by Sekiguchi family, from
18th century, describes building and repairing of
their farming houses. It would present us the
details of shortening of building term and costs.

We can learn a lot of clues to solve the problems
of houses today from researching historical

buildings.
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