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Behavioral Ecology of Cephalopods

Keyword : sexual selection, sperm storage, squid,
octopus, ink, defense
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Despite being invertebrates, cephalopods have
high

reproductive system in which spermatophores

cognitive  ability, a  specialized
are handed by hectocotylus, and unique defense
strategies using body color changes and ink. We
investigate how the uniqueness of their
behavior and morphology evolved by various
methods, including behavioral observations,
DNA

experiments. OQur current focus is the pygmy

morphological  comparisons, and
squid, which is easy to keep in aquariums, and
the Octopus, which shows various behavioral
personalities and is interesting to observe its

feeding behavior in the field.
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Squid intermittently ejects ink
clouds while continuing to move
backwards with a lighter body colour
dl  Squid suddenly changes its
swimming course
T
The predator is misdirected and
attacks the ink clouds
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