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The underwater acoustic research at off-Uchiura, Numazu City, during World War II.

The heritage of the Acoustic Research division, Naval Technical Institute,
Imperial Japanese Navy
Hiroyuki GODA

Abstract
In this paper, the author had revealed the following historical facts by reviewing and cross-checking existing
literatures, discovering historical materials, field surveys.
1st. Development on underwater acoustic weapons and related underwater acoustics research and experiments
conducted by the Imperial Japanese Navy (Acoustic Research Department, Naval Technical Institute) in Enoura
and Uchiura Bay, off the coast of Numazu City during the Pacific War.
It has been shown that the characteristic Suruga Bay is a sea area suitable as a research field for underwater
acoustics because of its characteristics, and contributes to the development of technology based on that research.
2nd. The Efforts of the navy, industry and academia joint research, especially efforts by technical personnel
belongs to Oki Electric Industry Co., Ltd. And Professor Junichi Saneyoshi of Imperial University of Tohoku.
3rd.The human relations between ex-Imperial Japanese Navy and Electric Industries had been keeping even
the postwar period. Then, the underwater acoustics research at Uchiura Bay had been resumed by Oki Electric
Industry Co., Ltd.
4th. The Research of Oki Electric Industry Co., Ltd., at Uchiura Bay in Numazu City had led to the manned
submersible research vehicle "Shinkai 6500" of JAMSTEC.
5th. Marxian economist, Dr. Yoshitaro Hirano's proposal for the preservation of data obtained during the

wartime, and the appropriate measures by Admiral Sadao Tsukuda, the project manager in the joint research.
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