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The preparing for the emperor's visit and the reactions of local community people

in the Imperial Tour of 1881

The Case Study of Yamagata Prefecture

ATSUSHI SUZUKI

Abstract
How the emperor's first visit was prepared and how people reacted at that time.
This paper examines the theme focusing on the case of Yamagata Prefecture in imperial tour 1881.
After the Meiji Restoration, the new government set the emperor as a symbol of the new system and used the
emperor's authority to justify the system. Then, in order to propagate the authority of the emperor throughout Japan,
the imperial tours were carried out in the early Meiji era. And the community welcoming the emperor tried to appeal

to him how modernized it was.

The emperor's visit to Yamagata came true in 1881. After this visit is decided, preparations were made to welcome
the emperor in the prefecture. Local officials became responsible and the local people cooperated in the preparation

under the leadership of wealthy merchants and farmers.

As a result of examining these processes refering to the article in "Yamagata Shimbun", the following points were

clarified.

+ The local people actively cooperated with various tastes and ingenuity in preparation for welcoming the emperor,
while being aware of themselves as members of the community to which they belong.
- The local people were distrustful of the money-related leaders of the preparations, the wealthy merchants and

farmers.

+ The people also had various anxieties and confusions regarding welcoming the emperor , including how to respond
him(about the polite manners and the filth related to the death of the people involved).

- The emperor's visit was an important opportunity for people to work together to make people look unified , with no
differences in opinions and attitudes among people and distrust of local leaders.

Keywords: Imperial tour of 1881, local community, Yamagata Prefecture, Early Meiji era
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