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A Study on Dolphin Distribution and Food Culture before the Opening of Railway from

Shizuoka Prefecture to Yamanashi Prefecture

YUKA OKADA KUNIKO HANAMORI

Abstract

Most of the local dishes are traditional dishes arranged with unique cooking methods using ingredients rooted

in the region. Although Yamanashi Prefecture is located inland, miso-simmered dolphin is widely distributed

as a local dish. It is probable that this is because there was trade of marine products from the Izu Peninsula in
Shizuoka Prefecture to Kofu City, which is a major consumer area, and the distribution had a great impact on

the food culture of Yamanashi Prefecture. There are three main transportation routes from Shizuoka prefecture to
Kofu city in Yamanashi prefecture: (1) Nakamichi Okan and (2) Kamakura Okan and (3) Fuji river water
transportation. Until now, "NakamichiOkan", which arrives at Kofu in 17 hours from the beach by land, has been
regarded as the main distributionroute for fresh fish, and it has been thought that raw dolphins were also transported
by this route. However,(1) a large number of fish bones and dolphin bones have been excavated from the remains of
the Kajikazawariverbank (remains from the Edo period to the Meiji and Taisho eras), which is a key point (terminal)
on the Yamanashi side of Fuji river water transport. Thus, it is presumed that fresh fish and marine products were
also transported by water. Therefore, in this study, we would like to consider the possibility of dolphin
distributionusing the Fuji river water transport by conducting a literature survey and a field and interview survey of
freshfish stores.
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Tablel Dolphin meat distribution in the Meiji era
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Table2 Handling situation of dolphins in fish shop
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Table3  Results of interviews with fish shop about dolphins
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