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A Study of "Haiku of the Sea" (1940) compiled by Nippon Yusen Kabushiki Kaisha
In relation to Hyakken Uchida

Hiroyuki GODA
Abstract

Haiku poems about the sea have long been considered rare. Nippon Yusen Kabushiki Kaisha Ltd (NYK Line). had
compiled " Umi no Haiku Shu— (Haiku of the Sea)" in 1940. Hyakken Uchida (1889-1971) had played a central role in
the compilation, with many people associated with the haiku magazine " Touen," of which Hyakken was also a member.
"Haiku of the Sea" also includes not a few haiku poems by those who had been associated with " Touen."

Hyakken Uchida had been appointed as a contract writer for the company (April 1939—November 1945) as the
suggestion of the president of NYK Line, Noboru Otani (1874-1955). President Otani demanded harmony and unity
from all company management and employees. This was because under the previous management, there was
animosity between management and employees, and conflict between employees themselves.

One of the means of achieving this president’s desire was through the activities of the Sangyo Hokoku Kai — (the
Industrial Organization Serving the Nation), which had been strongly recommended by the Japanese Government at
that time. NYK's activities of the Yusen Kaiun Hokoku Kai — NYK Shipping industrial Organization Serving the
Nation - had included the publication of a company newsletter (" Kaiun Hokoku" — Shipping serving the Nation -).
“Kaiun Hokoku”contained contributions from cultural figures connected to Hyakken Uchida, as well as contributions
and serial articles of haiku by Hyakken himself. The haiku-related articles in “Karun Hokoku” were written not only
by Hyakken but also by people associated with “7buen”. Among these people (haiku poets) was Kokyo Murayama
(1909-1986), who was a sort of private secretary to a Hyakken Uchida and had been promoted to a full-time employee
of NYK Line on Hyakken's recommendation. Kokyo Murayama had influenced some postwar employees of NYK Line
in the field of haiku poetry.
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