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Changes in overseas R&D activities of Japanese MNCs

Hideto YASUDA

Abstract

The internationalization of R&D activities in Japanese multinational corporations (Japanese
MNCs) have increased since the 1980s. This paper analyzes the characteristics of R&D
internationalization in Japanese MNCs from a historical perspective. The results reveal
that the internationalization of R&D activities in Japanese MNCs likely reached a turning
point in the 2000s. Furthermore, the current stage of R&D internationalization within
Japanese MNCs can be described as having reached maturity. It is likely that the
internationalization of R&D activities in Japanese MNCs will shift toward qualitative
enhancement rather than quantitative expansion in the future. Research on the
internationalization of R&D activities in multinational corporations could explore
evaluative perspectives, such as clarifying past issues and processes in R&D
internationalization. Research on understanding the structure linking international R&D
activities to global innovation is also important. Furthermore, issues like the integration of

R&D activities at the global level are expected to remain significant research themes.
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