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Abstract

The Genealogical Relation Between Foundry Craftsmen:
Case Study of Mizusawa Foundry in Oshu City, Iwate Prefecture

Toshiyuki Takacr

There are two major districts that produce Nambu ironware in Morioka and Mizusawa, Iwate
Prefecture. The subject of research is Mizusawa foundry where a number of casting
manufacturers exist in a small district. There are roughly thirteen manufacturing processes for a
Nambu iron kettle. A foundry craftsman that may be involved in all of these processes is so to
speak a “cross-trained worker”. Therefore, it takes considerably a long time to learn skills in a
sort of mentoring relationship.

There is a genealogical relation between foundry craftsmen who manufacture Nambu
ironware. The genealogical relation between families in a village and merchant's families has a
special place in the Japanese sociology for a study of kinship family that is one of the Japanese
social structures. In this study, a genealogical relation based on a craftsmanship in Mizusawa
foundry is discussed as a kinship relation in an industry, which has never been covered before.
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