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Abstract

Economics of Small Scale Pearl Farming in Local Communities of Uwajima

Yukihiro ToRrIkAr

The Japanese pearl industry is based primarily on small-scale pearl farming that is based on
family, although Kokichi Mikimoto established a pearl farm at the Palau and until World War II,
Japan was internationally famous for production of such luxury items as pearls. However today
Japan’s pearl farming faces increasing competition from producers in other countries. Mikimoto
Kokichi became the first person to successfully cultivate pearls in the year 1893, however the
system of pearl cultivation has been changed and played an important rolle of local economy of
Uwajima today.

This paper provides provides detailed explanations about pearls and the cultivation of pearls,
and shows the changes of its system.

Over a century since the establishment of pearl culturing techniques in Japan, research
continues, using various pearl oysters, on the water environment, health care for pearl oysters,
culturing and affiliated techniques for nucleus insertion operations, and oyster breeding in
Uwajima. Despite its enormous contribution to rural economy and quality of life for residents,
small-scale pearl farming faces a number of intertwined constraints that are impeding its
productivity, its profitability and its contribution to environmental protection. Indeed the work of
their initiative produces outcomes for increasing pearl production and maintains farmer’s
cooperative institutions. Technical invention support for good pearl farming practices that
increase productivity have showed evidence of increasing productivity of the individuals in
community and women’s empowerment and rural poverty reduction.
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