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Abstract

Recovery and Reconstruction from the Great East Japan Earthquake

Yukihiro Torixar

The Great East Japan Earthquake, which occurred on March 11, 2011, was a natural
catastrophe that devastated an area of eastern Japan together with following tsunamis (big
seismic sea waves) and was compounded by an accident of Fukushima nuclear power plant.

The Reconstruction Agency, which is established on February 2, 2012, is the principal
agency of the Government of Japan tasked with the reconstruction process following the Great
East Japan Earthquake. The Agency coordinates the following reconstruction strategy of
providing health and living support, restoration of towns and housings, reviving industry and
livelihoods and revitalizing radiation zones of Fukushima. In order to reconstruct the damaged
areas, Japan quickly formulated a framework for formulating governmental reconstruction
guidelines, especially for rehabilitating and improving local infrastructure such as roads, bridges,
water supply, sewers, fishing ports, electrical grids, hospitals and schools. Infrastructure is
generally defined as the physical framework of facilities through which goods and services are
provided to the public for development. It covers many activities relating to social, economic and
physical overhead capital, that are responsible for creating conducive environment Hence
infrastructure refers to such core elements of economic and social change which serve as a
support system to production activity in the economy.

However refugees from the Great East Japan earthquake have been under the poor living
environment at the evacuation centers or temporary housing, and relocation processes displace
them to the place where they lived. Disaster victims have to move from shelters to temporary
housing to permanent housing, the Japanese national and local governments attempted to move
refugees to the same city or town with neighborhood. Reconstruction of the affected area is
under construction although seven years is sufficient time to finish construction of public
housing complexes or for victims to rebuild their own homes. The government has to support
those who wish to live in the place where they like with notification of change in address. Free
chose of different housing is important for refugees.
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