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Abstract

Globalization and Religious Changes in China:
Global or Chinese Christianity

Katsuhiro Sasuca

This article addresses the sharp increase of Christianity (Protestant) in China especially
after the economic reform in the 1980s. This is partly due to the result of sharp but uneven
economic growth in the period of globalization, and to the relaxation of tight religious policy
during the reform period. This also reflects the growing interests in religion and spirituality
among socially vulnerable throughout the profound changes of Chinese society. The nature and
function of religion in society have been under speculation but have become an increasingly more
vital and pervasive force in both personal and public life. This article is to provide a better
understanding of how Christianity has interacted with the Chinese social, political and cultural
spheres, and how its indigenization has taken place. This analyses the China’s new strategies to
dominate religious sphere by using the separate policies toward “official” and “unofficial” Church
and how ‘Chinese Christianity’ based on the Chinese Communist Party is being established.
Through an analysis of the state-society relations, this article provides the perspectives of how
different political, economic and social forces under globalization are shaping and changing the
nature of Christianity in contemporary China.
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