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Abstract

Allied Nations’ Occupation Policy Toward Japan:
Focusing on the Relationship Between the U.S, British Commonwealth and
Soviet Union over Postwar Japan

Daisuke Sakuma and Ryuta Wapa

This paper aims at throwing into reviews of the occupation policy toward Japan during the
occupation by Allied Nations (1945-1952). There has mainly stated among scholars that the
occupation toward Japan was conducted by bilateral relationship, especially guidance of the U.S
including leadership of Douglas MacArthur, GHQ/SCAP. This paper is to reexamine the
significance of Allied Nations, mainly the U.S, British Commonwealth and Soviet Union,
attempting to clarify multilateral relations in the history of occupation toward Japan. It can be
summarized into the following three points.

First, the U.S was able to take the initiative because of the active use of specialist in Japanese
studies and intellectuals such as a diplomat, as well as the lessons learned in Germany and Italy,
which are models of occupation policy.

Secondly, being an occupation policy toward Japan as Allied Nations, the U.S had to take into
consideration and coordinated the opinion of the Allied Nations at the establishment of the
committee and the committee meeting.

Finally, as the Allied Nations’ occupation policy toward Japan converts to a strategy of the
U.S, which had been seeking cooperative relations with Western countries.

The paper indicated that Allied Nations exerted certain influence in the occupation policy
toward Japan, and the U.S could not ignore existence of the Allied Nations. However, it was also a
fact that the initiative of the U.S was almost steady.
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