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Japanese Leading Jewelry Makers of the Taisho Period and the Establishment of
the Tokyo Precious Metal Products Manufacturing Union

NAKASHIMA Tomoko

Abstract

Japanese Jewelry industry developed significantly during the Taisho
Period. Some jewelry makers adopted European and American designs
into their products and redeveloped into Japanese style jewelry such as
rings, obidome and various hair ornaments suited the taste of Japanese
consumers. Among them are Manzaburo Muramatsu, Kamekichi
Yamazaki, Keijiro Amano, Asashiro Hosonuma. Their companies became
the leading jewelry makers of the Taisho Period by making high quality
jewelries in quantities at their modern factories. They also established
the Tokyo Precious Metal Products Manufacturing Union to modernizing
the fast growing Japanese jewelry industry by setting gold and silver

assay and maker’s marks, and hallmarks.
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