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FDI-Type Urbanization and Emergence of a “Japanese Town”
The Case of Sriracha, Thailand
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Abstract

Sriracha in Thailand is a world-famous “Japanese town”, exemplifying
urbanization of the foreign direct investment (FDI) type. After the opening of Laem
Chabang port in 1991, the development of an industrial park was accelerated by a
significant influx of FDI, mainly from Japan. Sriracha developed as a city near
several industrial parks where the Japanese people settled. Because the Japanese
staff members of the industrial factories were largely single, a Japanese-style
pleasure quarter developed in the downtown area of Sriracha. Further, many
apartments were built for them near this area. However, since the opening of a
Japanese school in a suburb of Sriracha, Japanese settlement has shifted to the
area near the school. Thus, the Japanese town of Sriracha have emerged and
dispersed in a very short span of time, and the Japanese settlements has become
decentralized. Moreover, Japanese influence permeates the city, as symbolized by
the Japanese culture theme park, J-Park. We would argue that the representation
of Japan in Sriracha should not be evaluated on the basis of the Japanese settlement

alone, but also in the context of the reception of Japanese culture in Thailand.
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